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This research paper is based on the secularism concept in India that attained its objective. The
English term “secular” comes from ihe Latin word “saeculam”, which meant a generation.or an age, or
the spirit of an age thar could signify the span of a century. Status of secularism inthe Indian Constitution
dfter the 42nd Amendment has been hugely contested. As a fundamentalprinciple of the Indian
constitution, secularism is reflected in article 25-26, 29-30 probably theestablishment of a theoretic state.
Secularism as a concept an idea is contested to the terrain andstarted from what might be minimalist and
possibly the least controversial norm, that a state andit’s institutions must enable equal opportunities.
Constiturion does not use the word secularism inany of its provisions are inspired by the concept of
secularism. Promotion of Secular, Modern.and Scientific Cutlook. Before the arrival of the colonialists,
there were no educationalinstitutions in India only Brahmins were considered gualified for higher
education that toe in ancient texts. A secular siate is one which recognises every citizen as equal and does
notrecognise any social or religious groups. But practically, in secularism, there is also 1olerance afall
religions with special emphasiz on the protection of minorities and preservation of communal harmaony.
India is assumed as a nation in the theoretical phase whereas tensions of all kinds aremaking around.
During its long development, the term “secularisation™ has often served thepartisans of controversy and
has constantly taken on new meanings without compleiely losingold ones

Keyword: seculurism, indian constinntion, religion, modern, fundamental principle

< INTRODUCTION

The concept of seculanism is generally allied with modemity. This came as part of the social
revolutions of the eighteenth century in the West. The revolutions altered the conventional knowledge
system in society and brought forth a new school of thought. In modemity, the idea of secularism
maintams that knowledge should be derived trom the human capacity for a reason rather than from the
sermons of the prophets or from a holy ext. Morcover in that way seculansm proposes the world is
governcd by natural processes and mechamical laws rather than it 15 an embodiment of a divine design.
The congept of secularism in ils purity is best practised nol as a state of affuirs: but as a value, 3 struciural
dimension, which is necessary 1o be exercised by and for humankind, Seculansm fundamentally exens
that the functions of the political system should be based on human prudence and reason rather than be
dictated by the clergres. Hence. secularism ofien s related 10 or eguated with similar philosophies.
including humanism, naturalism. and the separaton of stale and religion. The process of séculansation
affecis a society” ssocio-political-culural life and its development. Globally, many of the societies have
undergone o process ol seculansation, particularly when in its engagement with modermity. By and large,
this essay docs nol miend 10 provide o clear indication about the future of seculansm or Indian
secularism. What it highlights is that the tensions confronting the theory of secularism in the wake of
post-secular debates, religious fundamentalism and militancy, and the efforts it makes to cope with i, The
I'“'!h"l'll'l't:lﬂllulil'lll ii‘ll AT CPUTIETI R 2 e Als I'|'I|r'|l'|"lF"h-'|‘I'\. i :I1'|II||II|-'|‘F PRI Y e sls l1'Il'|‘I1'lhl'F\. LTI TR R TR T I1I.
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impact of Irrigation on Agriculture in
Murshidabad District, West Bengal

Subham Kumar Roy* & Chumki Mondal**

—

== . ABSTRACT

l Agriculture plays a vital role in the economy of India. Till now major parts of
the rural Indian population are directly or indirectly depended on agriculture,
Eram agricultural point of view, India set a unique identity by their physical,
infrastructural, institutional and technological factors. India’s agricultural
productivity is mainly dependent on monsoon. Most of the rainfall in Indin is
concentrated from last May to mid-October and rests of the months face an acute
shortage of water. Irrigation (surface & ground) is one of the most important factors
fo influence crop production. Murshidabad district has been marketed as “Major
Agricultural District”. This paper identifies the impact of irvigation on agricultural

| activity and showing the relationship bekween irrigation and agriculture. The
present study is based on secondary data sources and primary data source which
were collected by interview method from the farmers by stratified random sampling
method, Collected data converted into information by using statistical software. Gis
software plays a vital role in map-making purpose. Based on the correct formulation

I #wﬁusmkema_afwmsmﬂqwnmnf&ﬂﬁmﬁ&mmm

l\-- _———

* Faculty, Department of Geography, Prof. Syed Nurul Hasan College, Murshidabad,

West Bengal,
* SACT, Dept. of Geography, Khandra College, Paschim Barddhaman, West Bengal
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1 :Hhﬂii of Caste in the Use of Pseudonym by Debi lh; A

Me anll-' ndercaste Writer of Post-Partition Bengy 1
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Rianka Banerjee 'Ih_:

Sch

Ler

?hb:tx:;:tg of caste hierarchy in @ traditionalist Hindu society can be traceg bock g i
‘Purush Sukta’ of the Rig Feda. In the subsequent ages Manu, an ardent anmrﬂ': apl

ified it in his Mame-Smriti and even went so far as to
Eﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂ receive education. The upper varnas should not 11-.-,!,&?["“ 52"'
sive advice 1o @ Shudra. It is not necessary that the Shudra should know the liy gy
codes and hence need not be taught” Education or scholarly knowledge, the' mog
powerful means of social mobility, was refused to people below the four-fold sam
system. Generations of Dalits for ages have continued to endure this injustice until fey
came to understand their slavery and the need to protest, following the thoughs 4
Babasaheb Ambedkar. This anguish of the Dalits is the progenitor of Dalit literste
However, one is forced to question: Was there no member from Dalif community writng
hefore the Ambedkarite consciousness made its presence felt? Was there no voie d
srotest against reserving the literary empire solely for the elite class? The paper seeisio
inswer the questions limiting itself within the socio- political boundary of post- partiin
lengal, focusing primarily on the Hungry Movement, and one of its under-caste et
Jebi Roy.
ieywords: caste, dalit, Ambedkar, post- partition, Bengal

m &

Savarna (the upper caste) critics assert that the parameters of critiquing Do
erature should not offer any distinction from those of evaluating nmﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂ"‘ iterab®
ey want the readers to discount every notion of sympathy while assessing the s it |
::[:it ual::‘f :::: work of a Dalit writer. But Dalit writers reject this point h;{ “f;"ﬂ . |
. t conventional criticism cannot properly evaluate this body e
idently, whereas the savarna crtics wish to consider the literature prodeed Uy |
Uits 0 be judged solely on the scale used by mainstream authors, the & gy
$h 1o have a canon reserved for them based on caste. This reserved canon ® o®
rked by “explosive rejection and piercing revolt, occasioned by ]’uﬂlrﬂd
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The Dalit Leanings of Sarate

Chattopadhyay in Mahesh and 4bha“dra

hagi

s
\.. . wq@u
Sisirendu Dasgupta

he term “Dalit” which literally means “oppressed™ or “by ken™

Phule (1827-1890), a social activist, reformer, and “Thcrore“ Was COingg

also known as “Untouchables™ are members of the loweslr{?m.M&hm h’”‘m
caste-system dominated by the Brahmins (priests), Kshatri i ¥ !&tr
Vaishyas (farmers and artisans), and Shudras (tenant fﬂrmergyzsiwarﬁmg )
actually born below the caste-system which includes the fOurn Servants), o i
discrimination at every level of community life and is ostracizegnm s
The picture has been almost the same throughout the years, Saratzfnlhe Shg\mﬂm*
(1876-1938) was a “dalitist”™ writer even when the Dalits were notandmc b
social status and organized to claim their fundamental rights. much awg of o
To evaluate Saratchandra as a litterateur, one must take into considesy
milieu he and his literature were born into.” This is more so becausenmm
appeared in the later phase of Bengal Renaissance. During the later half of . ¢
century and the earlier part of the 20" century Bengal witnessed the upsurggﬂ
freedom movement as well as the cultural revolution sweeping the public fife in e
parts of the state. The Renaissance in Bengal was started by Raja Rammohan Roy s
sort of religious reformation imbibing the best thoughts of Western Civilizaton. ™

emergence of Vidyasagar thereafter was a landmark in the Renaissance movend. *
brought about a break with its religious orientation and tried to develop the hune

movement on a firm foundation by introducing a rational integration of

Civilization with the scientific concepts of the West. Vic.lyasagar hﬂ?w
popular superstitions and age-old customs like child-marriage and POYET s

for the spread of female education. The third phase of RenalssauI;::S . Wd:
Hindu revivalist movement to free the Hindu society from the ¢ !

oo

‘ otane® iy

other vices. The “Brahmo Samaj” founded by Raja RammOhaIf‘gmo Saﬂl‘lws
is breakaway rﬂdmemg

!(eshub Chandra Sen (1838-1884) who created his
in _1866. Ramakrishna (1836-1886) an
religious liberalism. Vivekananda did not

within the bounds of mere religious reformation
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Chapter 19

A

fusrsi:inﬂgl Potential Habitat Suitability .EI.
ool nthera tigris Using Multiple Grain

_ anfl Different Ensemble Methods

in Maximum Entropy Modeling

Puneeta Pokhriyal, Sandip Tah, M
Haroon Saljad, and Ritu Jain ) Nusar, Binfty Posdey,

Abstract Habitat suitability is a foremost task in conserving wildlife and ecosys-
lepldd?clinuinwi]dlif:mdﬂuulmuﬁrtuhhumc to unprecedented
; development and fragmentation of animal’s habitat has i
likelihood of human-wildlife conflict. Rajaji Tiger Reserve (RTR), Uttarakhand,
India. has the great potential to sustain ﬂbﬂyﬂmgmiglm:r}'ﬁgtn.mm*lmdy
aims 1o find out the suitability of Panthera figris (tiger) at Chilla, Gohri, and
Motichur ranges of RTR using presence-only species distribution modeling at
multiple grain size. An ensemble model was developed with high precision. The
influence of climatic variables for prediction of suitability of habitat for Panthera
ﬁgﬁ;wuﬂﬂunudummpm size using the three approaches such as Maxent,
Emhgiﬂﬂﬂichﬂﬁm{ﬂrﬁnllyﬂ.mﬂﬂimﬁm Results show that all the three
models performed well with accuracy of more than 0.7 ROC value, Factors such
as distance from settlement, distance from waterbody, distance from railway track,
mean NDVI, and elevation Were mnpcrinuufmmniww for all the models. Biocli-
matic variables did not contributed significantly to the habitat suitability of the

P. Pokhsiyal (&3}
IGOMC, WWF-India New Delhi, India

H. Sai
WHMWRMMW,JMMWIMNwEMM

R. Jain

Depanment of Geography. Natcnal P.G. College Lucknow, Lucknow, Unar Pradesh, India

© The Author(s], undes exclusive license 1 Springer Nature Switzeriand AG 2022 501
and Mumituring af Forest

b, Sahana et al (ede], Comaervahion,
Resources in Indid, wm.mﬂm.lmwmmmmma-l_m
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, pevelopment and Sustainabjiyy

Uﬂderstanding the Duality of g _
thmugh a Study of Literature XPectationg

Abhisek Bhattacharya and
Sudipd Chowdhury

y jevelopment in its commonest interpretation implies an introducti
ventions and institutions to cl_ﬁ:mte the standards of living. on of

qally o be chzl.r:lctcn'z.r:d by ﬁus.tamahili:y in order thar its ff;lt; ";ef’s

hed |asting nourishment to mankfnd, However, what we find in rca[;:l% it

Jjten the contrarys for, while working upon the measures of growth w:;;::

bt lictle atgention to how the aspects of sustamability are frcquen::l-,- com-

comised with. This becomes particularly discernible when the processes
of grbanization and other geo-economic changes like the construction of
dver barrages ntrude the rural sector and counter-face agranan economy.

(tis not that such projects are launched without contemplations of e ksiee
growth, yet it remains true that the way they encroach upon agrarian land
s also consequent upon the residential as well as psychological displace-
ment of a large number of people, often the aboriginal sects, and a loss of
their traditional livelihood. In many cases, the calculations of growth thus
lead to a paradoxical engendering of issues related to distributional mjus-
tice, which, in turn, sharpens criminal propensities among the deprived and
depressed mass. These are basically geo-political and eCONOMIC CONCETMS,
but literature cannot stay unresponsive to these issues chiefly because of a
writer's obligations to the society. The present chapter is primanly based
upon some critical observations on Debesh Roy's (1936-2020) epoch-mak-
ing Bengali novel Tista Parer Brittanto' (Sahitya Akadem .-\wzt_rd: 1990),
Charles Dickens’s? (1812-1870) fictional masterpiece Oliver Twist | lS}‘?!.
and finally, Aravind Adiga’s Booker-winning Indian English text Tihe “;b::-
e ) g ke om0 o
mvignma? render technological anc ccoqomfc ?E?;tributioml justice.

i fmn:xental balance as '..vell as to the nm“:jm "3 b3 d apparent
il ch:: *uf space and time, language, :11n hc:i O ar
e ice of thc_texrs thcmsc_lvcs, yet, suc ' s of dive
Mt ok W a sustained conclusion, that is, the if ke

Ubtain mobility among the masses until and unless € Y

MUStanability and the right to parity in d = |
le Oliwer Twist.

XIS
® our ¢ gy of the lierary tex bt
1scussion with Dickens s nineteen
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'The Myth of a Casteless Bengal -
Time for a Reality Check

SHUBHALAKSMI RAYCHOWDHURY

Abstract: This essay is an attempr to rethink the age old Bhadralok
constructed myth of a casteless Bengal. In order to demystify the myth
it tries to look into the causes behind the mysterious disappearance of
the organized lower caste movement in post-independence Bengal. The
most probable cause identified behind the sudden disappearance is the
partition of Bengal in which the Dalits became the worst victims. The
refugee rehabilitation programme adopted by the government resulted
in dispersing the Dalit population to faraway lands which contributed to
the weakening of the movement. The role of the Left front government
which vehemently refused to view society through the lens of caste
also helped to propagate the myth of a casteless Bengal. However, the
renewed interest by the mainstream political parties to woo the caste
based organizations like that of Matua Mahasangha points out to the
fact that the caste question still remains unsolved and is very much a
part of Bengali society.

Keywords: Caste, partition, Dalit, Matua, Bhadralok, Bengal

For a very long time the common perception was that a casteless
society exists in Bengal unlike rest of India. This exceptionalism has
received very scanty attention from academia barring a few historians
and sociologists like Sekhar Bandyopadhyay, Dwaipan Sen, Anwesha
Sengupta, Sarbani Banerjee et.al The essay will argue that caste as an
institution was always a part of Bengal, however due to partition and
subsequent refugee rehabilitation policy of the government (both
central and state) organized anti-caste movement took a backseat.
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Beyond the Lime-Light: A Brief Study of
the Genesis of Parallel Cinema in Post-
Independence Bengal

RIANKA BANERJEE

P

Abstract: The term Parallel Cinema is often used as an umbrella term
implying works that demonstrates some sort of change from the
mainstream commercial cinema. Keeping in focus the movements such
as Neo-realism, French New Wave, and the Third Cinema, the article
strives to show the uniqueness and singularity inherent in the history
of Parallel Cinema rooted in Bengal. The motto is not simply to mark
the difference of the emerging canon from the existing tradition of the
commercial block-busters, but to assess the complex shades of meaning
that directors like Satyajit Ray, Ritwik Ghatak and Mrinal Sen wished to
bring to the world of the celluloid in reference to the shifting trends in
politics and culture in post-Independence Bengal.

Keywords: Parallel Cinema, Commercial Cinema, Celluloid, Politics,
Culture, Post-Independence Bengal

‘The Oxford English Dictionary defines the term “Parallel’ as “occurring
or existing at the same time”. Evidently, in the history of cinema,
the term refers to works that existed in parallel with the mainstream
cinema, and yet marked a difference from the same. Although the term
was first used by critic Arvind Mehta in the 1960s in ‘Madhuri’, a
journal published by the 7imes of India, the application of the concept
of Parallel Cinema to the mid 1960s may encourage the assumption
that experimental or political cinema did not exist in the history of
Indian cinema before this period, this was not the case whatsoever.
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Environmental Communication in West
Bengal: Historicizing the Role of the
Bengali Television in the Twentieth and
Twenty-first Centuries (1975-2015)

MALYABAN CHATTOPADHYAY AND'AMRITA SETT

Abstract: Television is an important medium for broadcasting audio-
visual information. In this article we shall try to analyse the role played by
the Doordarshan Kendra Kolkata (henceforth referred to as DDK), in the
field of communication in the Bengali language by the side of the newly
developed private Bengali television channels in West Bengal. The study
proposes to take us back to 1975, i.e. the year of establishment of the
DDK. In the year 2015 the process of environmental communication,
which refers to a process of bringing environmental problems to a greater
number of people and also of collecting and catering public opinion on
these issues, has completed four decades. So the study will highlight the
development of environmental communication between 1975 & 2015.

Keywortb: media,  communication, television,  environmental

communication.

The United Nations Conference on the Human Environment which was
held at Stockholm in 1972, may be considered as the starting point of
environmental communication in terms of the l;lrgc scale involvement
of public opinion. In the conference the then Prime Minister of India
Mrs. Indira Gandhi (1917-1984) delivered a lecture (the 14™ of June,
1972)." The conference was unanimous in its resolution that mass media
should play a positive role in spreading environmental consciousness.”
[t actually highlighted the importance of Environmental communication
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Science Education in Post-Independence
Bengal: A Brief Overview

SOURABH MUKHERJEE

Abstract: The present paper secks to map the historical impact of science
education in post- independence Bengal. It also hopes to chart a more
cffective and universal route for the propagation of science education in
the state.

Keywords: science education, historical impact, post-independence era,
SOCio-economic status.

Introduction

Education can rightly be viewed as the continuous, systematic and
recursive process of learning. It possesses the rare ability to reflect
the society and human civilization almost in its entirety. Swami
Vivekananda's vision about education was that “Education is nothing
but the manifestation of perfection already in man”. The term “Science”,
on the other hand, signifies “a systematic search for truth”, where each
and every step leads us to our ultimate goal.

As far as science education in India is concerned, it still signifies an
elitist modernity whose markers are variously perceivable in doctrines
related to an exclusively postcolonial rationality.

Education Policy adopted following the Independent of India

For proper educational planning, the University Education Commission,
under the chairmanship of Dr. Radhakrishnan, was formed in 1948, a
year after independence. The said commission rightly recommended
the need to establish secondary education, since that was the foundation

60
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Good Governance, Decentralization and
the Maoist Violence: A Case Study of
the District of Purulia

AsHISH KR. CHAKRABORTY

Abstract: Normally decentralization, democracy and governance are
the correlated concepts The problems of governance can be solved
or minimized through effective implementation of decentralization.
Effectiveness of the institutions further depends on the role played by
the actors in institutions. In this article we shall try to understand the
effectiveness of the decentralized institutions of the district of Purulia,
the role of the Left Front Government as an actor in institutions and the
problem of governance with special reference to the Maoist Violence in
the district. Maoist violence in some of the districts of West Bengal like
Purulia, Paschim Medinipur and Bankura posed great challenges before
the government of West Bengal. Several incidents of Maoist violence
occurred in these districts resulting in an increase of loss of life, property,
loss of mandate etc. This study focuses on the ill implementation of
governance strategies of the Left Front Government and its negative
impact on the decentralization experiments at the rural level with special
reference to the district of Purulia in West Bengal. We have tried to
examine all the issues of Maoist violence, problems of decentralization
within the analytical framework of neo institutionalism.

Keywords: decentralization,  governance, democracy, violence,
oxymoron, manipulation, institution, gram-sansad, insurgency, Maoist,
participation, development.

Introduction

The title of the article seems, on the face of it, an oxymoron. The
conventional wisdom has it that decentralization and good governance

78
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Has the Consumer Expenditure been Pro-
poor in West Bengal? A Study during the

Period of Economic Reforms

DEeBaraTI Das

Abstract: Consumer expenditure reflects the command of an individual
over the goods and services in the economy. The disparity in consumer
expenditure explains the exclusion of a class of people from getting
access to the products available in a society. It has been observed that
although the state of West Bengal has undergone high growth during
the post-reform period in terms of NSDP and per capita NSDP, the
inequality in consumer expenditure has been reflecting high figures.
Therefore, it is essential to look at the pattern of consumer expenditure
inequality from a microscopic perspective. Also, the study has tried to
determine whether the different components of consumer expenditure
undergo pro-rich or pro-poor characteristic using Progressivity Index.

Keywords: Consumer expenditure, Inequality, Pro-poor, Pro-Rich

Introduction

Poverty and inequality are the most focused areas for framing
development strategies by the policymakers in a developing nation.
Even if, the economy experiences high momentum in its growth
pattern, accompanied by highly skewed income distribution, then it
would exclude the marginal section of the mass from such benetits of
growth. Therefore, any growth occurred should reach the hands of the
have-nots and alleviates their deprivations. That is, economic growth

should be pro-poor.
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'The Post-liberalization Era in West Bengal
(1991-2019): A Review of Changes in
Agriculture, Industry, Infrastructure,
Economic Indices, FDI and Export

VOLANATH MONDAL

Abstract: With the spectacular changes in the Indian environment in
the post liberalization era, the carning patterns, the financing policies
and cost behavior pattern in all sectors have also changed radically.
Consequently, agriculture and livestock, industry, infrastructure,
economic indices, foreign direct investment and exports of West Bengal
have witnessed notable changes. Against this backdrop, the present
study secks to analyze and review the changes in the economic scenario

of West Bengal during the post-liberalization Era.

Keywords: Agriculture  and  Livestock, Industry, Infrastructure,

Economic Indices, Foreign direct investment, Exports.

Introduction

West Bengal, a state situated in the eastern part of India, has the sixth-
largest economy in India with a Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP)’
of US$ 158.40 billion in 2017-18". The average annual GSDP growth
rate from 2011-12 to 2017-18 was about 11.88 percent’. Although
the state is primarily dependent on agriculture and medium-sized
industry, services and heavy industries also play a very significant role
in the economy. In addition to that, the role of the jute industry and
tea industry also deserve special mention in contributing to the state’s

cconomy. Since its independence, West Bengal depended heavily
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E-Governance in Post-Independence
Bengal

Prity VERMA

Abstract: From the beginning of 1947, ICT was introduced in full-
fledged politics of West Bengal. From then we discern a dichotomy
between the political formations of a government and the governance
that the said government is committed to provide. Despite its stern
efforts, a loophole in the maintenance of administration always invited
some adverse criticism. To do away with such hiatus between politics
and governance, the West Bengal government planned of launching
E-Governance in the 21* century. Itis a new term in politics which aims
at bringing transparency in the functioning of government. It has made
the discharge of certain obligations broader. It has the aim of establishing
sound communication of government regularization and from the grass
root level to its apex authority. It also enables access to the government
from the poorest to the poor section of society easily. This article tries
to draw the attention towards the prospects of E-governance in all the
government departments of the state of West Bengal.

Keywords: Governance, dichotomy, E-governance, West Bengal

Introduction

E-Governance is the application of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) to the processes of government functioning for good
governance. In other words, e-governance is the public sector’s use of
Information and Communication Technologies with the aim to improve
information and service delivery, encourage citizen participation in
decision-making and make government more accountable, transparent
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A Contemporary Probe into the Traditions of
the Santhali Rituals and Customs:
A Case-Study of the district of Bankura

DHIrREN MANDI

A

Abstract: In modern India we perceive tribal culture in a variety
of dimensions. The traits of tribal culture of West Bengal are mostly
visible in some parts of the districts of Bankura, Purulia and Paschim
Medinipur, which are the districts in which the Santhal population is
primarily concentrated. While at times these traits do have some parallel
with the main stream Bengali Hindu culture, at other times they prove
to be accommodative and flexible in nature. Beside, these traits also
represent how the Santhal people have retained their traditions amidst
all the forward movement of nation and culture. In the present paper
we shall try to touch upon these issues with particular reference to the
different festivals and cultural celebration of the Santhal community in
the districts of Bankura in West Bengal.

Keywords: Tribal, Santhal, Community, culture, rituals, worship,
celebration.

Introduction

The Santhals, the largest tribal community and the most important
among the Indian ancestors, descended from the Astro-Asiatic (Munda
Ethnic) group. The Santhals are mainly found in Bihar, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Odisha and Assam. The Santhals have a rich cultural heritage
and their rtraditional dance and music add an essence of different
cultural custom in the history of Indian culture. Santhali traditional
music and dance have retained their intrinsic flavor even in the present
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Empowering Women through Political
Participation: A Study of the Purba
Bardhaman District, West Bengal

Sanpip TaH

Abstract: The term empowerment is undoubtedly concerned with power,
and particularly with changing power relationships in various forms and
patterns between individuals and groups. As it is dynamic and relative
in nature, equity of power can only be maintained by institutional
safeguards of any welfare society. Thus, power is fundamental in decision
making from household to global order. Participation is not a unitary
concept, but it does consist of inter-related elements, which may be
manifested in the decision-making processes of an organization in widely
varied ways. Three major elements of the concept of participation are
influence, interaction and information sharing. The issues concerning
women and their participation in development process have been
increasingly examined over the last few decades. The participation of
women in Panchayati Raj has demonstrated the mobilisation potential
of members which has changed the social perception about women
force. Historically women leadership in West Bengal fourished through
various socio-political movements like nationalist, peasants’ movements
ctc. Land reforms, operation barga helped to build joint leadership in
West Bengal. Political empowerment through Constitutional provision
and leaderships in developmental programmes like formation of Self-
Help Groups strengthens administrative as well as socio-economic
empowerment by institutionalising Women's quota in everyday life. Here
we shall observe how an empowerment of women has been achieved in
the district of Purba Bardhaman through an increasing participation in
various rural administrative institutions in the 21* century.
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Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyya’s Neo-
Vedantism: A New Wave of Intellectualism in
Mid-Twentieth Century Bengal

ABHISEK BHATTACHARYA

Abstract: One of the central issues of Indian philosophy rests upon
the question of a true level of being. It received vivacity in Bengal
in the second half of the nineteenth century after Raja Rammohun
Roy preached his famous Brahmo doctrines. However, Bengal was to
witness a more critical adjudication of the issue in the mid-twentieth
century following Krishna Chandra Bhattacharyya’s philosophy of
Transcendentalism based on the typically Neo-Vedantist concepts of
Freedom and the Absolute. What seems to be even more interesting is
that K.C. Bhattacharyya’s philosophy remained confined not within the
limits of the academy, but influenced contemporary speculations in art
and literature as a major intellectual impetus. The present article seeks
to study the new wave of a sort of inclusive intellectualism in twentieth
century Bengal, which owed much of its theoretical foundation to the
philosophy of K.C. Bhattacharyya, who introduced a new dimension to
the debate centering upon the issue of a problematic spiritualism in the
twentieth century.

Keywords: Philosophy, intellectualism, Neo-Vedanta, Freedom, the
Absolute, twentieth century, Bengal

The Shifting Backdrops: Debates on the Question of a True Level
of Being

The quest for any true level of being remains one of the most crucial
issues in Indian philosophy. It has, through ages, given rise to infinite
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